Recommendations of the Task Force on Public Policy Task Force on Public Policy Association for Behavior Analysis
The Task Force on Public Policy was established by the Association for Behavior Analysis to examine ways to encourage members to contribute to policymaking relevant to the public interest. Members discussed issues pertinent to this activity and summarized their discussion in a formal report. ' Recommendations of the Task Force for conducting and disseminating policy research and for training, technical assistance, and other services supportive of behavior-analytic research in the public policy arena are presented here.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONDUCTING POLICY RESEARCH
1. Behavior analysts should conduct research relevant to current and future policy debates.
Some behavioral research has particular relevance to public policy adoption, implementation, and review. To 3. The ABA Program Committee should encourage symposia, forums, and papers that feature discussions of policymaking issues ofimportance to behavior analysis and the populations with whom the membership is working.
Relevant interest groups in ABA should be asked to encourage their members to submit papers on policymaking issues or devote some discussion to these issues. Invited papers on this topic might also be solicited by the program committee.
4. The Association, through its publications, should solicit and publish articles relevant to public policy issues, policymaking processes and contexts, and the shaping of public policies.
The ABA council should encourage editors of behavioral journals to solicit articles relevant to public policy. Such articles should serve as a reinforcer for the authors and may help to educate the membership on possible applications of behavior analysis in public policymaking. These papers could be solicited both in a general call for papers and by invitation to individual behavior analysts known for their public policy work.
In addition, when research pertaining to public policy is published in behavioral journals, the Editor should consider inviting comments from individuals who are in a position to use the research to affect development, enactment, or implementation of policy. For Courses in behavior analysis and public policy can both increase the interest offuture behavior analysts in policy work and introduce future policy analysts to behavior analysis. Intra-university exchange programs involving faculty from psychology and political science departments provide one means for preparing for such courses. Team teaching involving faculty from such departments might also contribute to this goal of providing training in conducting behavior analyses of public policymaking.
Graduate programs in behavior analysis might contribute to this goal by offering didactic and practicum opportunities in public policy and by requiring study in a specialized area outside the discipline such as policy analysis.
3. ABA and AABT should cooperate in maintaining a mechanism for discovering issues relevant to current policy debates and for communicating these issues to their memberships.
Rather than attempt to establish its own policy network, ABA should encourage its members to participate in AABT's COLA and its ongoing social policy information network. This group serves as an information source for policymakers. With the addition of ABA members, its issues might be extended to include those addressed by the variety of populations with whom behavior analysts work and the guild interests ofbehavior analysts as well as behavior therapists. Such a collaborative policy network would permit a greater number of behavioral researchers to contribute research information to policy debates, increasing the prospects that their research will inform decisionmaking. 
